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the children. In this case both common-sense and tact were
exhibited, for a childless wife is at a discount in a polygamous
household, where the favor shown to each wife depends upon
the number of her children. It may be added that celibates
of either sex are almost unknown in Islam, the regular ex-
ceptions existing in some of the more rigid of. the dervish
orders. Early marriage has been the rule with all classes.
With the advance of the tide of Western civilization, how-
ever, the marriage of men in the cities is postponed to a com-
paratively late age. On the other hand, the marriage of a
boy may be hastened so as to evade the military conscription.
Among the peasants, girls are sometimes married when mere
children because the future mother-in-law needs some one
to help in the house, in which she takes her place with the
other children, including, perhaps, her little husband, till she
is able to perform the duties of a wife.1

The settling of the amount of the dowry is usually held to
be an indispensable preliminary to marriage, but even if this
is not mentioned in the contract the woman is entitled to a
certain amount by law. Part of the dowry, in some cases
two-thirds, is payable at the time of marriage, the remain-
ing third to be paid in case the woman 5s divorced without
her consent or in case of her husband's death. Among the
peasants this "reserved dower" is used for her funeral ex-
penses should she pre-decease her husband. On the other
hand, if a man divorces his wife because she has deserted him,
he is entitled to receive back half what lie has paid. With
the rich the dowry all goes to the girl, to be spent for her
jewelry, but among the poor the father retains a part It
may be paid in money or in kind. Among the fellahtn it
is often estimated at so many camels. The amount is often
lessened by a system of .exchanges by which a man may

1 Baldensperger speaks of a Turkish captain in Jerusalem who mar-
ried two of his aoris at one time, aged respectively ten and twelve. He
remembers later watching the boy of ten and his little wife as they
went together to a day school, beating each other and fighting along the
road. The author speaks of still earlier marriages. (See his article,
" Woman in the East/' "Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Explora-
tion Fund," 1899, p. 137.)